General News
It’s hard to believe two years have gone by so fast. But here we are at our second anniversary with
the sense that we have grown a lot, achieved some things, but that there is a whole lot more
ahead of us.
And we celebrate two years with the launch of the Journal of the Fitzpatrick Clan Society, a multidisciplinary, peer-reviewed Journal. The main focus, naturally, will be articles relating to
Fitzpatrick and associated surnames, but are also happy to review submissions that will be of
general interest to those who love Éire.
I want to thank my fellow editors Eithne Branigan, Ian Fitzpatrick, Matt Fitzpatrick, as well as the
visionary Proinsias Mag Fhionnghaile CIOM, for helping to get the Journal off the ground.
On the subject of publications some of you may not be aware of a recent article Esther and I have
written entitled, When Everything Changes: Using Critical Family History to Deconstruct Keesing
and Fitzpatrick Surnames, which is currently featured at Genealogy. The article provides a DNAenabled critical exploration of the surname Fitzpatrick, which that I hope will cause some deeper
considerations of the origins of our surname. From feedback I’ve had to date it seems among the
main take home points are, membership of an Irish clan is based on one’s inherited and chosen
identity and not on bloodline descent alone, and that, we are all Fitz/Mac/Gil/Mul/Patricks.
Gatherings 2020
Any plans for gatherings in 2020 have been well and truly been put on the back-burner. We
cancelled the gathering that was planned for October 2020 on the Sunshine Coast, Queensland,
Australia; it will be rescheduled sometime in 2021.
Eithne Branigan’s planned get together over Easter for all those with an interest in Co. Louth
Fitzpatricks was also canned – but I expect they will reschedule sooner rather than later.
The Clans of Ireland cancelled their annual summit that Matt and I were going to attend and
there’s been no word when that might go ahead; it will probably just pass altogether until April
2021.
All of this seems a bit irrelevant at a time when people are dying, ill, and worried. We have been
very fortunate down here in New Zealand and Australia; our hearts and prayers are particularly
with those in Éire, the United Kingdom and the United States – even more so if you have lost
loved ones.
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The Website
The website is being constantly updated so keep an eye on it from time to time. I am a little
behind with updates but expect to see some new content by the end of May.

DNA Project News
If you are on the Fitzpatrick DNA project at Family Tree DNA you might like to login and check out
the Activity Feed from time to time. There’s always some interesting discussion or another going
on and you’ll encounter theories from the ridiculous to the sublime. But that’s the whole point of
the Feed – I’m a big fan of having safe spaces to debate ideas old and new because that’s how I
consider insights occur and progress can be made.
Not to miss on the Feed are Ian’s magnificent genetic/family trees. I’ll say no more, but please go
and take a look for yourself, you won’t be disappointed. Even if the trees don’t relate directly to
your line you will be able to understand just what is possible.
As for the project itself, it has now pushed well through the 500-member mark and it seems as if
new discoveries are happening all the time. This is due in no small part to the increasing uptake of
the BigY test. In addition, that we are now able to define more than 50 completely discreet 37-STR
marker haplotypes really does evidence what a diverse bunch we are.
As well as significant investment into the FGC5494…A1488, FGC11134…BY12234 and
Z255…BY2489 sub-projects we are looking to focus on the FGC11134…CTS4466 group later in the
year. It would help if we could find a champion from the CTS4466 group, because it’s much easier
doing the DNA testing and analysis with one of your own on board and helping with the decisions
that are made.
There is a developing theory about the CTS4466 group’s origins, which appear tied up with
Sullivans, McCarthys and O'Donoghues at approximately the same genetic distance; the shared
ancestry is from ca. 1400-1600 AD. Hence, the older geographic origins of CTS4466 Fitzpatricks is
certainly Munster, but what of the origins of the surname? Significant here is the remarkable
‘rediscovery’ of the townland of Ballymulpatrick (i.e., the town of Mulpatrick) in the Barony of
Imokilly, Co.Cork. This is important because it may well be that CTS4466 Fitzpatricks descend from
Munster O’Mulpatricks. These were a separate entity from those O’Mulpatricks of Breifne and
their possible rediscovery is a very big deal.
Finally, we are trying to pay a bit more attention to those with autosomal data and to that end I’d
like to welcome Karen Fitzpatrick Hall as a co-administrator on the DNA project. A Fitzpatrick
surname project has also been initiated at GEDmatch.com; please email Karen
(karidancer@aol.com) if you are interested in learning more.
And finally, finally – the recent DNA test lucky winners were Ann Wanner (upgrade to BigY),
Richard Fitzpatrick (37-marker test) and Kimberly Samar (upgrade to BigY).
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History Section
We’ve decided to present our newsletter history section more formally via the publication of peer
reviewed articles in the Journal. This section will be used to review and preview those Journal
articles.
The feature in the in May 2020 Journal is entitled, Mac Giolla Phádraig Osraí 1384-1534 Part I,
which covers the period in Mac Giolla Phádraig Osraí history from 1384, the conquest of Richard II,
to 1455, by which time the clan had entered into an alliance with their mortal enemies, the Butlers
of Ormond. Twelve years after the commencement of this era the Lordship of Ossory had fallen to
Finghin Óg; these were days for the increasing formation of alliances between Gaelic chieftains.
That changed around the time of Finghin Óg’s death in ca. 1417; the power struggle between Sir
John Talbot and James Butler, 4th Earl of Ormond, altered the face of Irish politics for the next 30
or so years, and Mac Giolla Phádraig Osraí had to choose one side or the other.
It was a time when Donnchadh Mór Riabhach, a previously unrecognised Lord of Ossory, was
chieftain. His life and times are recounted from entries in the Annals of the Four Masters and
other familiar texts, but three largely overlooked sources of Mac Giolla Phádraig Osraí history –
Liber Ruber, the Ormond Deeds and the Kildare Rental – significantly add to our understand of him
and Mac Giolla Phádraig Osraí lineages, which to date have been muddled. ‘New’ characters are
uncovered, such as Morena Nic GiollaPhadraig and her husband, John ‘the Blind’ Butler’, and the
previously ignored Mac Giolla Phádraig Osraí branch, Clan Maeleachlainn Ruadh. An account of
the early stages of the Ormond-Mac Giolla Phádraig Osraí alliance, which would ultimately
fragment the clan, is provided.
Part II will be published in July 2020 and will continue to follow the Mac Giolla Phádraig Osraí
struggle for autonomy at a time of growing tensions between the powerhouses that were the
Earldoms of Kildare and Ormond. The events surrounding Barnaby Mac Giolla Phádraig’s
submission, which led to some of the most defining moments in Mac Giolla Phádraig Osraí history,
can only be understood within the context of the Kildare-Ormond struggle. A discussion of the
Mac Giolla Phádraig Osraí split, along either Kildare or Ormond lines of allegiance, provides new
insights into the functioning of Mac Giolla Phádraig Osraí at the turn of the 16th Century. Also
introduced for the first time are several ‘undiscovered’ characters from Mac Giolla Phádraig Osraí
history.
Also forthcoming are two highly anticipated articles; one by Ian Fitzpatrick’s entitled Y-DNA Lines
of Three Colonial American Fitzpatrick Settlers Part I, and the other by Proinsias Mag Fhionnghaile
CIOM relating to the demise of the Gaelic script in Éire.
So there’s plenty to look forward to!
Sláinte is táinte

Mike Fitzpatrick PhD
Fitzpatrick Clan Society – Executive Officer
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